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Captain Williams made two space flights.

His first was in 1985 aboard the Space
Shuttle Discovery and his second was in 1989
aboard the shuttle Atlantis, where he served
as spacecraft commander. Aboard the
Atlantis, Captain Williams and his crew suc-
cessfully deployed the Galileo spacecraft,
starting its journey to explore Jupiter.

During his time with NASA, Captain Wil-
liams was awarded the NASA Outstanding
Leadership Medal, NASA Space Flight Medal,
and NASA Exceptional Service Medal. In total
he logged more than 287 hours in space and
orbited Earth 188 times.

| do not make such statements lightly, Mr.
Speaker, but Captain Donald Williams was the
epitome of an American hero. He served our
country during war and peace and on behalf
of a grateful nation, | thank him.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $19,202,994,410,080.31. We've
added $8,576,117,361,167.23 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

HONORING CITY OF WINTERS
MAYOR CECILIA AGUILAR-CURRY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize
and honor Mayor Aguilar-Curry for her great
contribution to the designation of the
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015.

This outstanding accomplishment was made
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mayor Aguilar-Curry. Their com-
mitment to engaging friends, colleagues, local
residents, businesses, stakeholders across the
country, and policymakers in a coordinated ef-
fort to achieve permanent protection was crit-
ical to the establishment of the Monument.

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from
Northern California and beyond.
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The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities
Act and the power of the Executive to protect
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the
gravity of conservation.

The legacy of public lands is one of the
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mayor Aguilar-Curry to fur-
ther our mutual goal of preserving our nation’s
great open spaces, and we look forward to
collaborating in the future.

———

TRIBUTE TO STAFF SGT. LOUIS F.
“LOUIE” CARDIN

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a hero from my congressional
district, United States Marine Corps Staff Ser-
geant Louis F. “Louie” Cardin. Today we ask
that the House of Representatives honor and
remember this incredible young man who died
in service to our country.

SSG Cardin was from Temecula, California,
where he graduated from Chaparral High
School. He was the second youngest of seven
siblings, siblings whom he looked up to and
followed including following one brother into
military service. Staff Sergeant Cardin is re-
membered fondly by family and friends, who
knew him for his humor and love of family and
life. He is survived by this parents and sib-
lings.

SSG Cardin was assigned to the 2nd Bat-
talion, 6th Marine Regiment, 26th Marine Ex-
peditionary Unit, Camp Lejeune, North Caro-
lina. He was killed in action in Makhmur, Iraq
on March 19, 2016. Staff Sergeant Cardin was
27 years old. He had an illustrious military ca-
reer where he was awarded the Presidential
Unit Citation, three Afghanistan Campaign
medals, an Iraq Campaign Medal, and three
Sea Service Deployment ribbons.

As we look at the incredibly rich military his-
tory of our country we realize that this history
is comprised of men, just like Staff Sergeant
Cardin, who bravely fought for the ideals of
freedom and democracy. Each story is unique
and humbling for those of us who, far from the
dangers they have faced, live our lives in rel-
ative comfort and ease. The day the Cardin
family learned of their son and brother’s death
was probably the hardest day they have ever
faced and our thoughts, prayers and deepest
gratitude for Staff Sergeant Cardin’s sacrifice
go out to them. There are no words or actions
that can ease their grief. What words we can
offer only begin to convey our deep respect
and highest appreciation for the sacrifice Staff
Sergeant Cardin made for our great nation.
His sacrifice is forever etched in the history of
freedom triumphing over oppression.

Staff Sergeant Cardin’s family has given a
part of themselves in the loss of their loved
one and we hope they know that the good-
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ness he brought to this world and the sacrifice
he has made will never be forgotten.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TODD C. YOUNG

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, March 21st, 2016, | was unable to
vote. Had | been present, | would have voted
YES on roll call no. 130.

———

HONORING NAPA COUNTY
SUPERVISOR DIANE DILLON

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize
and honor Supervisor Dillon for her great con-
tribution to the designation of the Berryessa
Snow Mountain  Monument by President
Barack Obama on July 10, 2015.

This outstanding accomplishment was made
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Supervisor Dillon. Their commit-
ment to engaging friends, colleagues, local
residents, businesses, stakeholders across the
country, and policymakers in a coordinated ef-
fort to achieve permanent protection was crit-
ical to the establishment of the Monument.

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from
Northern California and beyond.

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities
Act and the power of the Executive to protect
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the
gravity of conservation.

The legacy of public lands is one of the
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Supervisor Dillon to further
our mutual goal of preserving our nation’s
great open spaces, and we look forward to
collaborating in the future.
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